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Educational Column - February 14, 2013 
Definition of Registration with the NCAA Eligibility Center (I) 

NCAA Division I Bylaws 13.6.3 and 13.9.1 include a requirement that a high school or preparatory school prospective      
student-athlete be registered with the NCAA Eligibility Center and on the institution's Institutional Request List (IRL) before 
being provided an official visit or written offer of athletically related financial aid. 

A prospective student-athlete is considered to be registered with the NCAA Eligibility Center once the individual has       
successfully completed the online registration process on the NCAA Eligibility Center website, which includes an agreement 
to the Ethical Conduct statement per NCAA Bylaw 10.1, and has made a successful payment or indicated that he or she is 
eligible to receive a fee waiver. The prospective student-athlete will receive a payment confirmation email, as well as an 
email confirming successful registration with his or her 10-digit NCAA ID. 

To qualify for a waiver of the NCAA Eligibility Center fee, the prospective student-athlete must already have received a fee 
waiver from ACT or SAT. If the prospective student-athlete has not been granted a fee waiver by ACT or SAT, he or she is 
not eligible for a waiver of the registration fee. 

Prospective student-athletes who qualify for a fee waiver may be provided an official visit or written offer of athletically 
related financial aid even if the high school official has not yet attested to the fee waiver. However, the prospective student
-athlete must be registered with the NCAA Eligibility Center. 

To determine whether a prospective student-athlete has successfully registered, please follow these steps: 

Log on to the NCAA Eligibility Center's Member Institution Portal and enter your institution's login information. Navigate to 
the IRL tab and then IRL Activation to search for the prospective student-athlete. 

If the prospective student-athlete does not appear on the IRL Activation search page, that student has NOT registered and 
is NOT permitted to take an official visit or be provided a written offer of athletically related financial aid. 

If the prospective student-athlete's name and NCAA ID appear, the student is considered registered, and is eligible to      
receive an official visit and a written offer of athletically related financial aid. 

[References: NCAA Division I Bylaws 13.6.3 (requirements for official visit) and 13.9.1 (requirements for offer of athletically 
relate financial aid)] 

Staff Interpretation - February 14, 2013 
Use of Retest SAT or ACT Scores for Initial Eligibility (I) 

The academic and membership affairs staff confirmed that if a student-athlete is required to retake the SAT or ACT         
following initial, full-time collegiate enrollment because the validity of the student-athlete's qualifying test score achieved 
prior to enrollment is challenged, the student-athlete would be considered to have satisfied the test-score time limitation if 
the retest score is high enough to validate the pre-enrollment score. However, if the student-athlete's score on the post-
enrollment retest is high enough to be considered a qualifying score but is not high enough to validate the pre-enrollment 
score, the student-athlete would not be considered to have satisfied the test-score time limitation. Only private retest 
scores achieved through a standardized examination, administered in accordance with secure procedures set forth by the 
testing agency (no residual campus testing) may be used to satisfy initial-eligibility requirements. Such a retest is not      
required to be administered on a national testing date. 

[References: Bylaws 14.3.1.3 (test-score requirements) and 14.3.1.3.1 (test-score time limitation); official interpretation 
(08/14/1996 Item No. 5-a-8) and staff interpretation (07/16/1999 Item No. a) which have been archived] 


